But he looked hollow and went soberly.

Right threadbare was his overcoat; for he

Had got him yet no churchly benefice,

Nor was so worldly as to gain office,
yfor he would rather have at his bed's head

Some twenty books, all bound in black and red,
jjpf Aristotle and his philosophy

Than rich robes, fiddle, or gay psalteryJ

Yet, and for all he was philosopher,

He had but little gold within his coffer;

But all that he might borrow from a friend

On books and learning he would swiftly spend,

And then he'd pray right busily for the souls

Of those who gave him wherewithal for schools.

Of study took he utmost care and heed.

Not <pe word spoke he more than was his need;

And that was said in fullest reverence

And shorjt and quick and full of high good sense.

Pregnant of moral virtue was his speech;

And gladly would he learn and gladly teach.

THE LAWYER

A sergeant14 of the law, wary and wise,
Wfeo'd often gone to Paul's walk to advise,
There was also, compact of excellence.
Discreet he was, and of great reverence;
At least he seemed so, his words were so wise.
Often he sat as justice in assize,
By patent or commission from the crown;
Because of learning and his high renown,
He took large fees and many robes could own.
So great a purchaser ** was never known-
All was fee simple to him, in effect.
Wherefore his claims could never be suspect*
Nowhere a man so busy of his class,

i* Sergeant: in English law, t banister 0! the highest ranlu
is purchaser:  one who acquires land* by mean* other  than
descent or inheritance.
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